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A sobering message: Sheriff hopes public health campaign makes difference

Rachel Thompson/News-RegisterA new DUIl awareness campaign warns of the

repercussions of driving under the influence of intoxicants. Yamhill County Sheriff
Sam Elliott’s image is being used on a Highway 18 billboard, as well as in the
campaign’s digital ads.

Yamhill County residents have been seeing a lot of Sheriff Sam Elliott lately.

He’s the face of a new Yamhill County Health and Human Services awareness campaign
intended to curb driving under the influence of intoxicants and direct people to alcohol and
drug treatment services.

“Driving drunk? We’ll see you soon,” is one of the many warnings given by Elliott as part of
the campaign, which includes two billboards, digital advertising and radio spots with
messages — and likeness — provided by the sheriff.
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“I’ve gotten lots of comments from friends and people in the community with a little good-
natured ribbing included,” Elliott told the News-Register. “I’m not by nature a person that
seeks attention and it is sometimes a little surreal to see myself in such public displays,
but | am very happy to support the campaign in any way | can.”

The campaign features Elliott’s image as a warning of the consequences of a DUII.

“l believe strongly in the message, and | feel it is critically important from a public health
standpoint,” Elliott said.

“l have responded to far too many serious injury or fatality traffic crashes involving impaired
drivers during my career, and | would be content if | or any of my deputies never had to go
notify another family member that their loved one was killed in an impaired driving crash.”

The digital ads direct people to the Alcohol and Drug Treatment page on the Yamhill County
website, and there has been a large increase of traffic to the website in the campaign’s first
couple weeks, according to HHS Director Lindsey Manfrin.

HHS programs has had other digital marketing plans promoting services and treatments,
but they typically don’t involve such direct messaging

“The sheriff has been a great sport and we appreciate the partnership,” she said.

Manfrin hopes individuals will click through to the website to either seek services or learn
how to direct others to them.

However, the campaign has yet to increase requests for treatment.

“l think one of the things the community doesn’t realize is (Adult Behavior Health) offers
walk-ins Monday through Friday,” she said. “We really try hard to get people in as soon as
possible for services. From there people get an assessment and check of immediate
needs.”

Located at 627 N.E. Davis St., Adult Behavior Health provides drug and alcohol evaluations
and connects patients with additional services and support. The department’s capacity to
serve people seeking help has increased with new grant funding that supports walk-ins.

It may take a few weeks to see a therapist, but patients can immediately get resources and
be connected to support groups and other organizations.

Manfrin said the goal of their campaigns is to make “alcohol and drug treatment services as
visible as possible should they want them or access for family members.”

“We’ve done other work recently to get the word out for services. There are a lot of
misconceptions with services in Yamhill County,” she said.



Drug and alcohol prevention is a priority for the county’s Local Alcohol and Drug Planning
Committee.

“The committee had a list of priorities for drug and alcohol prevention; one was a DUII
campaign which addressed treatment options,” Manfrin said.

YCSO made 165 DUII arrests in 2024. It has already made 140 so far this year.

The LADPC reviewed data for a five-year period, from Jan. 1, 2019, to Dec. 31, 2023, Elliott
said.

“During that five-year period, YCSO made 895 DUII arrests. From a purely mathematical
perspective, 2024 was right in line with the prior five years,” he said. “For that same five-
year period, if you combine the DUII arrests of McMinnville Police Department, Oregon
State Police, and YCSO there were over 1,500 DUII arrests.”

After factoring in arrests made by Newberg-Dundee, Carlton, Yamhill and Grand Ronde
police departments, “that is just a staggering number of impaired drivers in our
community,” Elliot said.

Having the sheriff as the deterring image of the campaign took a different angle than past
alcohol and drug treatment campaigns.

One billboard on Highway 18, near Sauter Road, just south of Farmer John’s Produce and
Nursery, draws attention with a bright yellow background and an image of Elliott in uniform.

Manfrin said the directness of the billboard and ad campaign “is to encourage people to
take a moment and pause and really push for a plan if they are going out to drink. Instead of
not planning and having two or more drinks.”

The second billboard near the Highway 18 and Highway 99 junction, facing west-moving
traffic, depicts a night in jail for DUII.

The awareness campaign was funded by a one-time state Alcohol and Drug Prevention
Education Program grant.

“We receive an annual amount that supports a staff person in this body of work from the
Oregon Health Authority and there was a one-time infusion of additional funds,” Manfrin
said.

The digital ad campaign targets geolocation, so locals frequently see Elliott’s face and the
ads when scrolling social media or surfing the web.



“Make a plan before you drink,” Elliott said, referencing the campaign’s motto. “If you try to
evaluate your sobriety or your ability to safely operate a vehicle after you have consumed
an intoxicant, you are making a flawed assessment.”

“What seems like it will just be a quick trip, or a known route, or a plan to ‘use back roads’
to avoid busier highways can result in lifelong consequences in the form of permanent
injuries or even death for yourself, or someone else,” he said. “Plan ahead for your ride/ride
share/designated driver so you don’t have to make those decisions after you have
consumed an intoxicant.”

For more information about the county’s alcohol and drug treatment services, visit
yambhillcounty.gov/1062/Alcohol-and-Drug-Treatment.





